
 
 

 

COMMUNIQUE  
ARISING FROM THE 34th ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING OF THE NIGERIAN METALLURGICAL SOCIETY HELD AT THE 
NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF TRANSPORT TECHNOLOGY ZARIA-KADUNA 
STATE, WITH THE THEME “EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION OF 
MINERALS FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY” 

The Preamble: 

The Nigerian Metallurgical Society (NMS) held her 34th Conference and Annual General 
Meeting with the theme “Exploration and Exploitation of Minerals for National 
Development and Sustainability” on 19th – 22nd November, 2018 at the Nigerian Institute of 
Transport Technology Zaria, Kaduna State. The aim of the Conference was to address 
pertinent issues surrounding mineral exploration and exploitation in Nigeria that are vital to 
industrialization, economic recovery, growth, sustainability and National development. 

Attendance 

The Conference was attended by relevant stakeholders from the industry, academia, 
ministries, departments and parastatals. 29 manuscripts were presented and discussed at the 
Conference.  

Observations: 

The following observations were made at the end of the Conference: 

1. Mineral exploration and exploitation is pivotal to economic growth and sustainability, 
job creation and industrialization of any nation; 

2. Mineral Exploration in Nigeria dates back to more than 90 years but only tin ore and 
columbite production have ranked (6th in Tin, 1st in Columbite) on a worldwide scale till 
date. 

3. Investments in mining activities require high levels of financial commitment due to 
prospecting without any certainty of remunerative returns. 

4. Currently, mining and processing of mineral is entirely in the hands of private expatriate, 
indigenous companies and entrepreneurs that contribute little to the revenue of the 
nation. 

5. Urgent reactivation and revitalization of the Mineral industries are imperative as this will 
contribute more to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the nation. 

6. Policies that do not put the exploration and exploitation of minerals in the right 
perspective would not assist the nation to advance technologically as the sector would 
continue to be in the hands of foreigners who will continue to drain the nation’s 
resources. 



 
 

 

7. Exploration and exploitation of the available minerals will leap the country to 
transformational level for national development and economic sustainability. 

8. The existing legal framework does not fully address the present realities in the mining 
industry. 

9. Minerals are still being exported out of the country without value-addition.  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The 34th AGM of the Nigerian Metallurgical Society hereby recommends the following: 

I. The Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN) should provide clear and articulated plan for 
the development and growth of solid minerals sector. 

II. Adequate financing and development of the sector will further enhance the growth of 
the nation’s resources through operationalization of the activities for employment 
generation, wealth creation and emancipation of the sector. 

III. The nation needs a strong industrial mining of mineral and steel production base that 
will facilitate the actualization of our position as the giant of Africa. 

IV. Government should continue the thrust in the exploration and exploitation of minerals 
to increase the reserves of strategic mineral such as iron ores and coals. 

V. FGN should revisit the privatization exercise of the Minerals sector with a view to 
identifying the reasons for the continuous non-performance of some of the privatized 
mines. 

VI. There should be synergy between Industry, Academia and Government in the 
development of the Minerals sector. 

VII. There is need to review the extant legal framework to bring it up-to-date with 
international best practices.  

VIII. Government is urged to enforce the policy of value-addition to minerals before being 
exported for increased revenue to the country and job creation.  

IX. Utilization of native flora for reclamation mines sites to ward-off hazardous mine sites. 
X. All efforts should be put in place to fast-track the passage of Nigeria Metallurgical 

Industry bill currently receiving attention in the National Assembly. 
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