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WELCOME ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT NIGERIAN 

METALLURGICAL SOCIETY ENGR. PROFESSOR BENJAMIN 

ADEWUYI TO THE 32ND CONFERENCE AND GENERAL MEETING OF 

NMS AT THE COMMAND GUEST HOUSE, KADUNA 26TH-29TH 

OCTOBER, 2016. 

The Special Guest of Honour, the Honourable Minister of Mines and Steel, 

Representatives of Chief of Army Staff, Chief of Staff, Air Force, Chief of Naval 

Staff, Distinguish Senators, Honourable Members of the House, Director Generals, 

Council Members, Fellows, Professional and Student Members of the Society, 

Participants and the Gentlemen of the Press 

 I am delighted on behalf of the Council and entire members of the Nigerian 

Metallurgical Society to welcome you all to this year’s Annual Conference and 

General Meetings. Permit me therefore to present my speech which I tagged 

“Fulfilling Overall National Defence Objectives, Military Security and Economic 

Sustainability through Domesticated Liquid Metal Production”. 

Nigerian Metallurgical Society (NMS) is a professional body established in 1978 with 

a view of promoting the science, engineering, technology and general practice of 

metallurgy/material science and engineering, to facilitate the acquisition and 

dissemination of knowledge that pertains to the profession; to encourage training and 

education through advice on curriculum development to agencies and establishments 

that engage in metallurgical and material engineering practice in Nigeria; to 

disseminate information to the public on the profession; to give advice and /or 

consultation and confidence to the public and government institutions in all matters 

pertaining to the profession.  

Considering the prevailing circumstances in our country presently, the theme of this 

year’s Conference is well chosen: “Materials for Defence:  Revitalization of the 

Metal Industry for National Security” 
 

      The sub-themes Include: 

 Indispensable Role of Government  in providing Infrastructure for the Metal 

Industry  

 The Role of Defence Industry Corporation of Nigeria in National Security  

 Employment Generation Capacity in the Metal Industry  

 Intelligent Materials for Military Hardware : The Army, Navy and the Airforce 

 Research and Development for our military capability. 
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Over the years, Government policies had not favoured the development of the metal 

industries. Even though development of metals such as steel is regarded as the 

bedrock of industrialization, yet our country had decided to neglect this highly 

important segment of the economy. The urgent need to recognize the critical 

interdependence of metal development and national security cannot be over 

emphasized. All segments of the domestic metal industry in Nigeria, if well 

organized and managed can significantly contribute directly or indirectly to the 

defense objectives of the military. We want to appeal to the Ministry of mines and 

steel development not to embark on another wild goose chase. Spending Billions of 

Naira for mineral exploration at this point in time may not be considered as more 

important than putting into operation completed plants in Ajaokuta to generate 

employment and the much needed revenue. We are yet to understand why the 

government is dragging its feet when it comes to the issue of Ajaokuta steel. The 

government should take the bull by the horn and embark on revitalizing the metal 

sector. This is not to say that the mines sector should be neglected, but one should 

be developed to complement the other. 

Therefore, the general objective of this year’s conference is to bring together the 

military, industrialists, academia, Government officials and other stakeholders in the 

metal sector to discuss and fashion out ways to revitalize the moribund metal 

industries. This conference will avail the participants the rare opportunity to duly 

digest and fully consider the implications of neglecting metals and especially steel 

development so as to come up with comprehensive suggestions for the government 

to give the metallurgical sector the attention it deserves. 

It is expected that the Conference will discuss the urgent need for the Nigerian metal 

industry to address the importance of domesticating liquid metal production; the 

urgent need for the research and development to come up with the modalities to 

produce high quality, cost-competitive metal products for military use. The 

conference should be able to come up with modalities for the production of specialty 

metal for military hardware and other critical applications that require consistent, 

high quality metals; The conference should be able to identify the capability of 

Ajaokuta steel, Delta Steel  and other metal producing companies to produce various 

types of carbon and alloy steel products as well as  high quality metals and high-

technology specialty alloy products; The conference should be able to identify the 

different forms of metal products (rolled products, pipes and tube products, wire and 

other fabricated products) that are required for military use; and also identify 

possibility of production of high technology specialty metals used in extreme 
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environment with exceptional hardness, toughness, strength and  resistant to heat, 

corrosion and abrasion. 

The conference should come up with modalities of generating employment through 

establishment of cottage industrial clusters in the foundry and metalworking 

industries as well as recycling of materials, domestic and industrial wastes and e-

wastes.  

The Nigerian Metallurgical Society appreciates the efforts so far made by the Federal 

Government to resuscitate steel production in the country, starting from the 

renegotiation of the concession agreement. We already made our views known to 

the Honourable Minister via a letter sent to his office.  We feel more comfortable 

with the change from Ministry of Solid Minerals to Mines and Steel Development. 

However we will prefer a separate ministry for metallurgy or metal development 

having a department of steel. We expect a broader Roadmap for metal development 

that will reposition the metal industry. This should cover metal extraction, 

processing, refining, foundry, fabrication, welding as well as recycling, research and 

development. Such a roadmap will provide information on metal industry 

development and sustainability in line with government policies on metal 

development for military, automobile, housing, energy, transport, oil and gas and 

other related establishments. To achieve this there is need for synergy between the 

military, research centres, the industries and the academia. Furthermore, there is 

need to upgrade and expand the metallurgical research and development centers to 

provide training and capacity building for the mines and metals industries and to 

evolve ways of developing and adapting modern research and technologies. We want 

to appeal to the Honourable Minister to always consider it necessary to include 

members of the Nigerian Metallurgical Society in future deliberations in developing 

or modifications of the Road Map for metal development. 

Finally, we want to join millions of Nigerians to congratulate the Nigerian Armed 

Forces for curtailing insurgencies in Nigeria and especially for the rescuing of some 

of the Chibok girls. This feat had restored back the lost glory of the Armed Forces 

and our national pride.   

Once again we welcome all our distinguish quests and other dignitaries and 

participants to this very important 32nd Annual Conference and General Meetings of 

the Nigerian Metallurgical Society. 


