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The Honorable Minister of Mines and Steel Development,

The Chairman of the Occasion,

DG, NSR & DA

Special Guests,

Fellows of the Nigerian Metallurgical Society,

Distinguished Ladies And Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to welcome you on behalf of the executive
council members of the Nigerian Metallurgical Society to the 28th

Annual Conference. We are really grateful to the Minister of
Mines and Steel Development who accepted and honored our
request to
Declare this conference open; in spite of his crowded schedules.

Last year, the 27th Annual Conference was equally held here in
Abuja with the theme: “The Challenges of the Metallurgical and
Materials Industries In The 21st Century Nigeria”. The theme
of this year’s Conference: “The Unfinished Task of Steel
Production in Nigeria: The Challenge of Our Time”. We
consider the choice of this year’s theme as apt and timely in view
of the multifarious challenges in the Metallurgical and Materials
Industries in Nigeria.

The development of a viable iron and steel Industry in Nigeria has,
for a long time been enmeshed in controversies, misinformation,
disinformation, near official rejection, corruption, and often times
comatose situations. Yet the advantages accruable to Nigeria from
the development of its iron and steel industry from its raw
materials would be, to a very large extent, unquantifiable and
enormous; creation of job opportunities and acquisition of
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technical skills, acceleration of industry development of the nation,
contribution to the growth of the gross national product (GNP),
Exploitation of the abundant iron Ore deposits to meet local
demands and possible export of surplus to earn foreign exchange,
generation of the national economic activities in downstream
industries and the solid minerals sector of the national economy,
fabrication of machine tools. It will offer to Nigeria a sense of
belonging and strength amongst the comity of nations.

Steel is one of the most important materials widely used for both
domestic and industries purposes through out the world. The
economy power of a country is generally judged by its output of
steel while its technological development measure is based on its
per capita consumption of steel. This is why steel is said to be the
bedrock of industrialization of any nation. It is therefore not
surprising to see that many third world countries like Egypt, Libya,
Pakistan, South Korea and India etc, commenced their quest for
industrialization with the development of their various steel
sectors.

Nigeria Metallurgical and Materials industries development efforts
have over the years been characterized by lack of continuity,
consistency and commitment to agreed policies, programmes and
projects. The culminating effect it must be pointed out that the
world Bank/IMF from recent history had never encouraged steel
Development in third world countries. We should be worried about
such recommendations such as converting Ajaokuta Steel
Company to a Cement industry and that it is cheaper to import
steel than to produce it locally.

The Honourable Minister, Ladies and Gentlemen, it should be
realized that for a meaningful actualization of vision 20 2020 of
Transformation Agenda, the metallurgical industry in Nigeria must
be optimally operational, as this from the bedrock of
industrialization of any nation. The Nigerian Metallurgical Society
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feels that the Steel Production targets set by the vision 20 2020
document should be a guiding beacon to the Ministry of Mines and
Steel Development and to the nation.

Once again, I welcome you, the Honourable Minister of Steel and
Mines Development and you Ladies and Gentlemen to this 28th

Annual Conference of the Nigeria Metallurgical Society.

Thank you and God bless you all.
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